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Price 50p
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am
9.30am
Children

9.30am
9.30am
11am
5pm

Holy Communion (Order One in traditional language)
Parish Communion (Order One) or All-Age Communion
Coffee is served in Church House after this service
Junior Church (4-12yrs) in Church House
(also crèche for babies)
Holy Baptism (after due preparation)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Evening Service (see Weekly Bulletin for details)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
10.30am
Tuesday

Holy Communion
Holy and Saints' Days as announced

CHURCH OFFICIALS AND STAFF
Rector
The Reverend Matthew Stone
The Rectory, 14 Chambers Walk
Stanmore, HA7 4FN
020 8954 3876
rector@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
Assistant Curate
The Revd Jonny Rapson
020 8954 7064
jonny.rapson@london.anglican.org
Readers
Jean Orpwood
Frances Westcott
Lydia McLean

020 3645 0491
020 8952 8665
020 8952 5990

Readers Emeriti
Michael Carmody
Dr Daphne Johnson
Dr John Mair

01895 831 472
020 8958 7892
020 8952 5044

Pastoral Assistant
Sylvia Daniels

020 8863 4080

Commissioned Children’s Minister
Beverley McKeon
020 8952 1936

Bell Ringers
Peter Scott (Master)
01895 835 623
Elizabeth Bowen (Secretary) 020 8954 5360
Bereavement Visiting
Jean Orpwood

020 3645 0491

Bible Reading Fellowship
Carole White

020 8421 1510

Brownies
Jean Gregson

020 8952 2866
jean.gregson@hotmail.co.uk

Church Flowers
Peggy Simpson

020 8954 8606

Electoral Roll
Andrea Nicholson

01923 226969

Girl Guides
Heather Gregson

Safeguarding Officers
Mark Lynch
Louise Gregory

07982 906833
07504 527118

Children’s Champion
Sue Wright

07958 499682

Churchwardens
Mark Lynch
Jane Prentice

07982 906833
07976 388958

Deputy Churchwardens
Susan Jones
07964 846148
Graham Nicholson
01923 226969
Hon Treasurer
Jennifer Neve

07900 056 402
heatherjg86@hotmail.co.uk
Sarra Angel
07743 964 777
Sarra_angel_101@hotmail.co.uk
Junior Church
Beverley McKeon

020 8952 1936

Magazine – Editorial Team
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Jill Medcalf
020 8420 1514
Frances Westcott
020 8952 8665
Magazine – Advertisements
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Magazine – Distribution
Mick and Sheila Oliver
020 8954 4976

Mission to Seafarers
Valerie Banger

020 8951 4012

Parish Visiting Team
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Rainbows
Francesca Brissimatzakis
07743 040 588
(after 7pm )
cfbb17@hotmail.com
St John's Church of England School
Headteacher Mrs J Hester
020 8954 3978
Stanmore Hill, Stanmore HA7 3AD
Servers
Ian Walker

07947 070613
fixturerose@gmail.com

Social Committee
Marianne Wright

020 8952 1604

Stewardship – Gift Aid
Jennifer Neve
Home 01923 824364
Mobile 07989 378840
jenny.neve@googlemail.com
Tea & Chat
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Edit Rees
020 8951 3893
Welcome & Café St Jean
Rosemary Mackenzie-Corby

020 8386 1640

Music – Director of Music
Philip Rees
020 8951 3893

Mobile 07989 378840

Parish Administrator
Karen Stirrup
020 8954 7064
Parish Office, Church House,
Old Church Lane, Stanmore HA7 2QX
parish@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
www.stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
Office hours—9am-2pm Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday

Cover drawings by Peter Williams
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Magazine preparation schedule
Deadline Sunday
Monday onwards
Weekend
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday & Sunday
(last in the month)

Desirable last date for contributions
Late entries considered; magazine compiled
Proof reading
Magazine sent for printing
Magazine available for distribution
Magazine on sale in church
and available for collection by deliverers

Deadline dates in 2019 and 2020
15 December - 19 January - 16 February - 15 March - 19 April 17 May - 14 June - 19 July– 16 August - 13 September 18 October – 15 November– 13 December
Copy for the magazine — PLEASE let the editor s know if mater ial
is going to be late and submit it in A5 format if it uses clever computer
techniques.
 Send it by EMAIL to the following address:
ea@bowen7.co.uk - jillmedcalf@gmail.com
 Place it on the table at the back of the church
 Give it to one of the editorial team (see inside back cover)
 Send or deliver it to
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore, HA7 3LU
Oakmere, Thornton Grove, Hatch End, HA5 4HG

To advertise in this magazine,
please contact the Advertising Manager –
Elizabeth Bowen – 020 8954 5360 – ea@bowen7.co.uk
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore HA7 3LU
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The Rector writes:

Dear Friends
We hear so much these days about 'causing offence', it is almost as if a
whole industry has grown up around it with people going out of their
way to take offence, or at least to be offended on behalf of others, who
are often not remotely offended, but no matter.
The festival of Christmas is often caught up in all this and every year
we can find barmy examples of local authorities, charities, schools,
shops or whoever else, diluting or even doing away entirely with
Christian celebrations because of the fear of causing offence. Why
should this be? The Christmas story is actually very modern and
multicultural— an unmarried mother, homelessness and sleeping
rough, foreign visitors travelling from afar, and then a very modern
parable with refugees fleeing persecution seeking shelter in a far off
land. What is there to fret over you might wonder?
Indeed, you might question why Christianity is being more and more
marginalised across Europe and for that matter, persecuted in
numerous other regions across the globe. Perhaps it is because the true
message of Christmas is indeed offensive to our modern, selfish way of
thinking because it demands a response from us. The message of the
angels is dynamite, and it would transform our world for the better, if
only we’d let it. 'Christ is born in Bethlehem'. It demands a response.
That response is either to acknowledge his Lordship over history and to
bow down in worship or it is to judge the claims made of this baby as
false and to move on, ignoring Christmas altogether.
If, however, people are tempted to take the latter course, they should
first examine the life and teachings of the man this baby grew up to be.
I believe his teachings speak so powerfully across the generations right
into our lives today. They are still transforming lives for the better and
they can transform ours.
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'Love your neighbours as yourselves.
Forgive those who sin against you.
Don’t hoard wealth, share it with those who have little.
Help the stranger, love the outcast,
love each other, love God.'
It is actually so simple, but the world thinks it knows best. Yet here is
the answer to the world’s many, many problems. Here is God’s answer
to the mess we so often make of our own lives. It is a message so alien
to the way humanity conducts itself, and God knew that. He knew what
we needed, and so he gave it to us; he gave freely of his love, his
guidance, his forgiveness and his redemption, clothed in the fragile, yet
perfect form of the Christ child.
Yes, this message is uncomfortable for many. Much better to gloss over
it and hold a shopping festival, beginning in October or better to elbow
out the life changing message of the Prince of Peace by using the risible
excuse that we don’t want to cause offence.
What really lies at the heart of these negative responses to Christmas, as
it's meant to be, is an unwillingness to engage with that simple invitation
that God gives us in the person of Christ. The Lord of the ages calls us
into a relationship with him, yet so many would rather pretend they
haven’t heard it because of the inconvenient challenges that such a
relationship would bring to their lives. The all-embracing, loving
example of Jesus of Nazareth has been causing 'offence' for 2,000 years.
Remember King Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Pharisees of Jerusalem, the
Roman Empire and we still see such violent reactions across the globe
today. All have been offended by the teachings of Christ and by his
followers’ devotion, so, as we enjoy our celebrations, let us spare a
thought for our persecuted brothers and sisters who face danger and
death simply for loving God.
Jesus Christ has been resisted in every century, with violence, contempt,
and as we see in our so-called sophisticated modern society, through
marginalisation, prompted by not wanting to face up to the challenge he
presents as to how we should live our lives. Yet the light which first
shone from Bethlehem’s stable will never be extinguished. It continues
to shine all around our world, usually at its brightest when facing the
4

Greetings from Jean Simmons
Monty Bund and I were married by Dr Carpenter in 1950 and settled in
Stanmore. Although Monty died in 1983, I remained at St John’s. The
handrail from the church steps into the chapel is in Monty’s memory and
was originally lovingly cared for by Cliff Faulder.
All our children – Carolyn, Margot and Graham [now pensioners!] were in the play group, Guides and Scouts and we have happy memories
of activities in the Church House field.
Monty was involved with RAF Bentley Priory and I was 50 years in the
British Red Cross, Harrow.
Until it closed down, I was a member of the Mothers’ Union, and an
early member of the Young Wives Group until latterly we dropped the
‘Young’ when we all became grannies!!

In 1989 I was married by Bruce Kinsey to John Simmons, who was older than I and died in 2007, but I still remained in Stanmore.
In 2011 the family finally persuaded me to move near to Carolyn and
family in Richmond, Yorkshire, a beautiful Georgian market town on
the river Swale with gorgeous scenery. I have a lovely bungalow in a
very friendly and caring community here at St Mary’s, and now have 9
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren to enrich my life.
Now at 93 I send my greetings to the few who may still remember us all.
Jean Simmons
16 Wathcote Close
Richmond
DL10 7DX

Thank you, Jean, very much for your memories of St John’s
and Great Stanmore.
We would love to hear from anyone else who has
memories to share
25

NEWS FROM STANMORE MARSH:
AUTUMN, 2019
By John Mair
(Secretary of the Friends of Stanmore Marsh)

Climate change is, as it were, in the air. The ten hottest years ever
recorded in this country have all occurred during the period 2003 – 2018
inclusive. The hottest year of all was 2016 – the year in which the main
restoration works on Stanmore Marsh took place – and the second hottest
was last year, 2018. The present year, 2019, is already in third place, and
by its end on 31 December may come to equal 2018. For this information
I am grateful to Dr Mark Maslin, who is Professor of Climatology at
University College, London, and who is a member of St John's.
Results of this heat and of the long periods during which there has been
no rainfall may be seen in the sad sight of many deceased trees on
Stanmore Marsh. A few have died following acts of vandalism, but more
than half of the trees which were planted between 2016 and 2018 have
died because of the adverse weather. This situation is being reviewed by
the Friends of Stanmore Marsh and by the Council. There is no irrigation
system on the Marsh, and trees are entirely dependent upon naturally
occurring water supplies, the chief of which is rainfall. It therefore seems
clear that the species of any further trees to be planted on the Marsh will
have to be selected with especial care.
During October this year, the autumn cutting and mowing of the Marsh
took place. Some areas were, in the interests of biodiversity,
intentionally left untouched, as arranged in a plan agreed between the
Council and the Friends. There were a few, comparatively minor,
departures from this plan, but the work was carried out substantially in
accordance with the agreed scheme.
No further unauthorised encampments on the Marsh have taken place
recently. The Council have added some further barriers, in the form of
boulders, to illegal incursions, and the traces of the summer occupations
have been largely removed. The Marsh may now revert to being a place
of interest and of peace and refreshment in this busy area.
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greatest resistance. Why do so many fight it? The gracious invitation is
for us all.
'Peace on earth,
goodwill to all men,
salvation and forgiveness of our sins.'
It is freely available to each and every one of us, if only we would stop
trying to change the subject and just accept that during our short,
temporary lives, we would do well to follow the example of the
shepherds and wise men; to acknowledge, like them, that something
truly amazing happened that night in Bethlehem, something that we can
no longer ignore. It is the greatest decision any of us can make. Christ,
the saviour of the world came to bring you light and hope and peace.
What is your response to be?
With all good wishes
Matthew

Tea and Chat
Tuesdays in Church House
3rd December - ‘Memories of the East End' - a
talk by Stanley Bass
17th December - Chr istmas music sung by
St John's School Sing- up Club
Meetings start again on 7th January 2020

ALL ARE WELCOME
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HALL FOR HIRE
CHURCH HOUSE, OLD CHURCH LANE,
STANMORE HA7 2QX
CHURCH HOUSE HALL AND GROUNDS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

As we approach Christmas let us pause to remember all of our ‘personal
saints’, both alive and departed, whose lives have touched our own in so
many inspirational ways. Bright and twinkling stars in the night sky,
their kindly light and memory will never be extinguished.
In a dark and often confusing world may the light of Christ’s
birth energise and inspire us. There is still much to be thankful for and
positive about. This Christmas, whether we are at home or planning a
long and hazardous journey, let us pray that God and all our saints will
guide and lead us on,
“o’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till the night is
gone; and with the morn those angel faces smile, which I
have loved long since, and lost awhile”.
Altar Flowers 2020
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the flower fund
during this year for altar flower arrangements on your chosen dates.
The list of dates available for donations in 2020 will be in
church from November 10th, with all details & forms to
complete.
Please see Sheila Oliver for any further information.
Junior Choir

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE
ON 020 8954 7064 OR EMAIL:
PARISH@STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK
WWW.STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK

We will again be having our very successful children’s choir singing at
our Christmas Carol service on Sunday 22nd December.
Rehearsals will start
on 20th October
from 3-4pm.
Children of all ages are welcome.

For more information please speak to
Edit or Philip.

6
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Junior Church Column

as well as spiritual. Not only do they want to live in hope; they want
simply to live and survive. They do not “ask to see the distant scene”
because the future is beyond their horizon, beyond their physical grasp.
Instead the present is all that really matters, every passing moment one
that has been survived. One faithful step…..enough to move them in the
direction of hope and into a new dawn.
We speak of individuals becoming physically and emotionally stranded,
but in another sense a whole nation, like Newman’s boat, can become
stuck. Society likewise can become bogged down, exhausted by all the
media headlines and confused by empty soundbites and misleading
news. In our increasingly polarised society the desire for self-publicity
seems to trump everything else. How can we therefore navigate our way
through this minefield? In a world, awash with information and
comment, how can we tear down the walls of bigotry and egotism and in
their place sow the seeds of faith and wisdom? Newman has some
thoughts on this in his work, ‘Meditations and Devotions’, where he outlines a path to holiness:
“It is the saying of holy men that, if we wish to be perfect,
we have nothing more to do than to perform the ordinary
duties of the day well. A short road to perfection – short,
not because easy, but because pertinent and intelligible.
It [perfection] does not mean any extraordinary service,
anything out of the way, or especially heroic – not all
have the opportunity of heroic acts, of sufferings – but it
means what the word perfection ordinarily means. By
perfect we mean that which has no flaw in it, that which
is complete, that which is consistent, that which is
sound.
He/she, then, is perfect who does the work of
the day perfectly and we need not go beyond this to seek
for perfection”.
Newman recognised that being a saint does not require heroic gestures.
Instead it involves being faithful to God, by doing well the simple things
of the day - with consistency, integrity and humility.
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Beverley McKeon, Junior Church
Leader

Another month has flown by and we have been as busy as ever.
We enjoyed being part of the Act of Remembrance and
making our own poppy to wear in Junior Church.
The youth group also attended the fireworks at Harrow Rugby
Club which was great fun followed by hot chocolate at the
Rectory.

Christingle Service
This year we will be holding a
Christingle Service during the
‘All Age’ on 15th December.
To prepare for this we will be
holding a Christingle making
workshop on Saturday 14th in
the Rectory from 10am till 12
noon (or until they are all made).
As well as the Christingle
making we will be having squash
and
gingerbread
for
the
children and tea and coffee for
the adults.
It would be lovely to see lots of
you there as we have 150
Christingles to make.
Come along, it should be fun.

7

*
RELATE
Having family problems?
Call 020 8427 8694
and take the first step
to resolving your
family problems
with Relate
family counselling
*

St John Henry Newman

John ALBIN
(Your Canterbury Correspondent)

“Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom
Lead thou me on.
The night is dark and I am far from home.
Lead thou me on.
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me”
(Saint John Henry Newman)
In 1833 a young theologian and Anglican vicar John Henry Newman
(1801 – 90) was travelling in the Mediterranean when he was struck
down by a severe fever, which almost killed him. Newman gradually
recovered but afterwards he felt incredibly homesick. On his way back to
England he took a boat from Palermo to Marseilles, which became stuck
in the Straits of Bonifacio. Stranded, exhausted and in an emotional state,
Newman felt moved to write the poem “Lead, kindly Light”, verses
which express his desire for Christian illumination and guidance in an
age of darkness and doubt.
Although composed many years ago, they are words which still resonate
today. They tug at the heart strings and evoke the frailties and fears of
our human condition. In its moving simplicity and honesty the poem is a
testament to keeping the faith, whatever befalls us. Its language echoes
down the corridors of time.
Nowadays we can read the poem through a modern-day lens, a lens
which can reveal to us (among other issues) the “encircling gloom” of
social displacement and of being uprooted from familiar surroundings.
With Christmas drawing ever nearer, we remember all those, like Mary
and Joseph, setting out on lengthy and perilous journeys. Today we think
especially of the migrants and refugees from war affected countries, who
have no idea what the future holds and whether there will be any room
for them ‘at the inn’. “Far from home” they face, quite literally, a dark
night, whether languishing in overcrowded prisons, being stranded on
boats or lying in container lorries. The light that they crave is physical,

8
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Pat has been our kindly, colourful and unassuming friend of many years: we
will miss her lively presence and treasure the memories of our many happy
times together.”
Yvonne, Di, Jean, the two Mary`s, Penny, Pam,
Wendy, Liz and Kathy
“I am deeply saddened to hear about our dear Pat. She was an amazing lady
and a true inspiration to me. I had the pleasure to have been taught by Pat
many, many years ago. Her love and passion for R.E and religion was truly
inspirational.
I was absolutely delighted when we were reunited some 18 years ago when I
began teaching at St John's. She helped and supported me with R.E during my
early years as the subject co-ordinator.There will always be a special place for
her in my heart.”
Elizabeth Boulter. R.E & Worship Subject Leader
St John's Church of England School
“I was very sorry to hear of the passing of Pat Stevens. She worked tirelessly
over many years for interfaith understanding and co-operation in Harrow. She
was very committed to good RE (I worked with her as Chair of SACRE to
produce an Agreed Syllabus for Harrow). Her friendship, desire to enable
good communication, and understanding of all the nuances of our faiths - both
our points of disagreement and our many places of convergence - was a
model to us all. This was underpinned by her Christian faith, which energised
and motivated all that she did. She will be sorely missed, and we are grateful
for every memory of her”.
Pete Broadbent, Bishop of Willesden
A prayer used by Patrick O’Dwyer at the end of his tribute:

"Dear God, So far today I'm doing all right. I have not gossiped,
lost my temper, been greedy, grumpy, nasty or overindulgent.
However, I'm getting out of bed in a few minutes and I will need a
lot more help after that.
Amen."
Thank you, Pat for all the help you gave us.

The Church of St John the Evangelist
Great Stanmore
is open each day from 9am until dark
Visitors welcome
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Christmas Morning Nativity
As usual we will be having a nativity on Christmas morning
with Mary, Joseph, shepherds and a multitude of angels to
name but a few.
This is something special, not to be
missed, so if you are around on
Christmas morning please sign the list
in Junior Church, so that we can make
sure we have a costume and a special
part for your child to play. We will be
having a rehearsal on Saturday
22nd December after Church.
Our Praise and Worship will continue in Church House on a
Sunday at 9.30, so bring your children along and see what
exciting things we have planned.

With Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 2020
from all the children and helpers in Junior Church

Christmas Greetings
The Editors send all good wishes
to their readers at St John’s
for Christmas and the New Year.
9

Pat Stevens - 12 March 1938 to 2 November 2019

KIRKWOODS - SOLICITORS
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA No 79929

We specialise in
House sale and purchase
Remortgages
Landlord and tenant

Business advice
Wills and probate
Death duty tax planning
Divorce and family problems

41a CHURCH ROAD, STANMORE HA7 4AB

Tel: 020 8954 8555 - Fax: 020 8954 4124
info@kirkwoods-solicitors.co.uk

BERNAYS MEMORIAL HALL

25 The Broadway,
STANMORE HA7 4DA
www.bernaysmemorialhall.org.uk

Bookings: 07954 230 210

THE STANMORE SOCIETY
Exists to serve the place where you
live
ITS STRENGTH DEPENDS
ON YOUR SUPPORT

Membership Secretary :
10 Hewett Close, Stanmore HA7 3BW

Tel: 07947 423 215
aqenterprise26@gmail.com

DCG Electrical Services
Building Regulations
Part P Approved Contractor

Additional lighting and sockets - Full/part rewires
Inspection and testing - Fault finding - Fusebox upgrades
David Gosden
dcg.electrical@btinternet.com
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01923 672400
07501 337223

The following is a composite of comments and messages about our dear friend
and great servant of God, who died on All Souls’ Day.
“Pat was born on 12 March 1938 in Rainham, Kent. It was the day that the
German Army invaded Austria. Pat would be a small child through the Second
War. Like most children born between the wars, the conflicts of the early 20 th
Century no doubt informed her views and values. Those who did not live
through that time find it difficult to understand fully its many influences on
those young lives. Importantly, after the war Pat was part of the first group of
British school children to visit Germany to promote dialogue with German
children. When we send our children it is a message not just of peace but of
hope for the future. It is not surprising that next to RE she also had a great
interest in history and in reconciliation and the value of community”.
“Pat was an extraordinary woman who did more for Harrow and its community
than we can ever adequately record. Few could have been so loved and
respected, who asked for so little for her service. We all owe her a great deal
and will remember her fondly. Pat, after a long career as a teacher, worked as
Harrow’s RE Adviser and as the adviser to the Harrow SACRE”.
Patrick O’Dwyer, Divisional Director Education Services,
London Borough of Harrow
“We have known Pat for just over 70 years, having met as 1st year classmates
at Rochester Grammar School in 1949. After leaving school, we went our
separate ways but came together again many years later in 2002, through the
Internet Website Friends Reunited. Throughout her adult life, Pat retained
strong links with her hometown and on one of her regular home visits, spotted
an advertisement in the local paper for our newly-formed Group of RGS `Old
Girls` and, luckily for us, decided to join. Since that time, we have met
regularly once or twice a year, sharing memories of our schooldays, catching
up on the years in between, and renewing old friendships.
Pat has been an enthusiastic member of our Group and a leading light, when it
came to planning future activities. In 2010 she organised a return trip to
Burscheid, Germany, a small Rhineland town where, in 1954, we took part in
an Exchange Visit with our schoolgirl pen friends. It turned out to be an
extremely enjoyable and successful trip, which attracted the attention of local
dignitaries, who gave us a warm welcome. To our surprise, we had a press
interview, resulting in a group photo on the front page of the local paper.
Without Pat`s hard work and ingenuity, it would never have been possible.
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FIXTUREROSE LIMITED
IAN WALKER, CAT, ATT
Tel: 01727 837379—fixturerose@gmail.com
ACCOUNTING — VAT RETURN — TAXATION
SELF ASSESSMENT
CHILDMINDER
Friendly, caring, trustworthy, locally based childminder
Available 7:30am-6:30pm Mon-Fri inc. school holidays
Very experienced in childcare, with lots of related qualifications
Good knowledge of Early Years Foundation Stage requirements
Competitive rates
For more information or to arrange an appointment
Please speak to Edit Rees on 020 8951 3893
or at café St Jean on Sunday

National ‘Thank you Vicar’ Week
The week beginning 14th October was ‘National Thank Your
Vicar Week’. We, at St John’s C of E School, Stanmore are
really blessed to have the Revd. Matthew Stone as our
local Rector and Chair of Governors. Matthew gives so much
to our school and community that we thought it was about
time that we said Thank You!
We surprised Matthew on Wednesday 16th October with a
special whole-school assembly. We sat Matthew on a throne
and placed a crown upon his head, as he is the ‘King’ of our
school. Year 6 pupils wrote and read some special poems describing Matthew’s many outstanding attributes.
Bible readings and prayers were also read. We sang two of
Matthew’s favourite hymns and changed the lyrics to another
hymn to match Matthew’s character. The assembly ended with
a final blessing for Matthew, his two lovely children and his
special wife by the new vicar of All Saints, Harrow Weald,
Revd Dr John Barker.
Matthew was surprised by the assembly and expressed that he
felt “Overwhelmed by the love and kindness shown”

Editing the magazine
The current editors would very much like to find
someone willing to help with the editing
— ideally someone familiar with using a computer —
in particular Publisher — but instruction can be given.
The more editors there are the less each one has to do.
If you are interested, please get in touch with Elizabeth Bowen.
See back inside cover for contact details.
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Matthew Stone by Malia - Year 6
Matthew Stone, there is a reason your last name is Stone, as you are the
rock of our school. You build us up higher and higher. You do so much
for our school and still manage to raise children. You are an inspiration
to us all and we are so happy that you are our Rector.
You are not just our school, Rector, you play a huge part in our school
community too. You always go out of your way with assemblies which
make us all laugh uncontrollably. St John’s would be so dull without
you. I don’t know how you manage it all and I know for a fact that no
one would be able to do your job as well as you – You are the BEST!
We might not show it but you are the foundation of our school.
Thank you so much Matthew Stone.
Amazing Matthew By Raff - Year
6
Matthew you are amazing.
You are always there to care.
You are kind, caring and generous,
We have a great debt to bare.
Matthew is the light of our school.
He carries us through the darkness.
Using the power of words,
He shows the children the way.
He walk in with a smile on,
His arms open to all,
On top of this he is fun and his assemblies inspire
everyone!
When we are down he shows us the
way up
And that we can do
Everything Through Christ Who
Gives Us Strength
Because Matthew You
Make a Difference!!
12

Matthew By Anastasia - Year 6
Matthew you are the best Rector our
school could ever have!
All of the laughs from your jokes
came pure from the heart.
The prayers you bless us with show
your love and care for us and our
school.
To not call you the best Rector we
know is a crime.
Humorous jokes are the best way to
describe you, well apart from being
the best Rector in the world of
course!
Every assembly you lead is an opportunity for us as children to enjoy your
company as our Rector.
When you smile you light up our hall
so much that you are the second light
of OUR world.
Thank You Matthew
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Thursday

STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR

NO bell ringing practice
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Friday

28

Saturday

THE HOLY INNOCENTS
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SUNDAY

THE FIRST SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS

8am
9.30am
11am

JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
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Monday

31

Tuesday

John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

Christmas SCAMS
Never call 09 telephone numbers, they are very high cost—
unless you know the reason.
Royal Mail always leave a card and never ask you to call a telephone number to collect letters and parcels.
Banks, all government departments and TV Licensing do not
ring to ask for personal information, although the caller may
sound genuine. Never confirm any item even your telephone
number; this advice also applies to emails.
Margaret and Harry Payne would like to send greetings
to everyone, wishing you all
a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
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17

Tuesday

O Sapientia; Eglantyne Jebb, Social Reformer,
Founder of ‘Save the Children’, 1928

Christmas

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

St John the Evangelist

1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm

18

St John’s School Carol Service

Thursday
8-9.30pm

20

Home Group (JP)

Wednesday
7pm

19

Little Fishers Parents & Toddlers Group
Tea and Chat (St John’s School visit)

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
St John’s School End of Term Service

Saturday

22

Sunday

THE FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
Nine Lessons and Carols Service

23

Monday

24

Tuesday

CHRISTMAS EVE

10.30am

BCP Holy Communion

4.30pm
11.30pm
25

Wednesday

8am
10am
16

9.30am

5pm

All-Age Christingle

Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
4.30pm
11.30pm

21

5pm

15 December

22 December

Friday
9.30am

Great Stanmore

Crib Service
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8am
10am

Holy Communion
Christmas Day Nativity
with Communion

Crib Service
Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY

Holy Communion
All-Age Service (with Nativity)
13

Church Diary for December 2019

8

Sunday
8am
10am

1

Sunday
8am
9.30am
11am
11.45am
5pm

ADVENT SUNDAY
Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
Matins Communion
United Advent Service at Stanmore Baptist
Church

2

Monday

3

Tuesday

Francis Xavier, Missionary, ~Apostle of the Indies, 1552

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm
4

5

Wednesday

6

Friday

Monday

10

Tuesday
10.30am
1.15pm
2.15pm

11

Wednesday
3.30pm

8pm
12

8-9.30pm
13

Friday

Home Group (JP)

14

Saturday

John of Damascus, Monk, Techer, c. 749;
Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, Founder of the Little
Gidding Community, 1637

11am
15

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 326

14

Saturday

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher, 397

16

BCP Holy Communion
Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat
Ember Day
Wolstenholme Study Group

Home Group (KP)
Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304
John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher, 1591; Ember Day
Christingle Making at The Rectory

Sunday

THE THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion
All-Age Service (Christingle)
Matins

5pm
7

Holy Communion
Parish Confirmation

Thursday

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat

Thursday
8-9.30pm

9

THE SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT

Evensong

Monday

15

